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On June 3rd, our school community celebrated the 22 outstanding members of the Class 
of 2016. On this night, these eighth grade students and their families enjoyed a 
memorable evening which included a special prayer service, family dinner and awards 
ceremony. During my remarks, I referenced the country song “Humble and Kind” which 
offers a parting gift of lessons from a parent to their child. I thought you might enjoy the 
moral of the story that embody the message we hope to pass on to our students:  
 

Go to church 'cause your momma says to 
Visit grandpa every chance that you can 

It won't be wasted time 
Always stay humble and kind. 

Hold the door, say please, say thank you 
Don't steal, don't cheat, and don't lie 

I know you got mountains to climb but 
Always stay humble and kind. 

When the dreams you're dreamin' come to you 
When the work you put in is realized 

Let yourself feel the pride but 
Always stay humble and kind. 

Don't take for granted the love this life gives you 
When you get where you're goin 

Don't forget to turn back around and help the next one in line 
Always stay humble and kind. 

 
At the conclusion of this night, the following group of 8th graders was recognized for the 
noteworthy qualities that they represented as student-leaders for Penguin Nation:  
 

The Knights of Columbus Outstanding Artists Award: Faith Lafferty and Devin Tran 
The Knights of Columbus Outstanding Musician Award: Claire Bowler 

The Knights of Columbus - Robert L. Berger Award: Rossalynn Lynch and Jack Reilly 
The Musical Drama Award: Kerry Ervin 

The Peter Paul Houlihan Award:  Jack Reilly and Grace Conick 
The Catholic Daughters Award: Wyatt Palenchar and Stephanie Brilliant 

The Imogene Clark Award: Logan Duncan 
The Philip Long Community Leadership Award: Leighton Marsh 

Briana Humes School Spirit Award: Madison Synowiec 
Sean Houlihan Award for Academic Excellence in Science & Mathematics: 

Sarah MacDonald 
The Dorothy Taylor Award: Sarah MacDonald 

 
I am a very proud of the ambassadorship that the Class of 2016 revealed as direct 
evidence to the value of our Catholic school education.  
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